
 RIVERDALE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
RIVERDALE, NEW JERSEY 

  
January 11, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 
  

MINUTES FOR WORKSHOP/ACTION MEETING 
  

I. Board President, Mr. Charles Sheridan, called the Public Business Meeting of the Board of Education               
of the Borough of Riverdale to order on January 11, 2017. The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. with                   
a flag salute. 

 
II. Mr. Sheridan, Board President, made the required announcement regarding notification of this            

meeting to the public. 
The Notice requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” of the State of New Jersey have been satisfied by                   
the inclusion of the date, time, place and purpose of this Workshop/Action Meeting in a legal advertisement in                  
the Suburban Trends (May 1, 2016) and The Record (May 1, 2016) with copies posted in the Riverdale                  
School, Municipal Building, Town Library, faxed to the Suburban Trends and the Record, and filed with the                 
Clerk of the Borough of Riverdale. 
 
I direct that this public announcement be entered in the minutes of this meeting.  

 
III. ROLL CALL taken by Mrs. Andreniuk 

Present: Charles Sheridan, Kelly Norris, June Carelli, Michael Kheyfets, Andrew Oliveri, and            
Marybeth Miller 

Absent: Jessica Muzzio-Rentas 
IV. Also Present: Mrs. Vicki Pede, Superintendent and Mrs. Debra Andreniuk, Business Administrator/            

Board Secretary 
 

V. Mrs. Pede and Mr. Bowe recognized the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who made the                
Superintendent’s List for the 1st Marking Period of the 2016-2017 school year. 

 
VI. Mrs. Pede and Mr. Bowe recognized our Teacher of the Year and Support Staff Member of the Year,                  

Mrs. Marianne McCarthy and Mrs. Diane O’Brien respectively.  
 
VII. Recognition of visitors: there were numerous students and families present for the recognitions. There              

were also four (4) members of the public present for the meeting. Mr. Sean Bowe, Principal was also                  
present 

 
VIII. Oral Communication on Agenda Items only. None 
 
IX. Approval of Routine Items: Unless action is indicated the agenda items were reviewed for              

consideration at the regular monthly meeting 
 

A. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve minutes for                
the following meetings: 

Workshop Meeting  December 7, 2016 
Executive Meeting December 7, 2016 
Public Business Meeting December 14, 2016 

 
B. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools, upon the certification by the Business              

Administrator, that the Board of Education approve the payment of the following bills and claims: 
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Payroll for the period ending December 31, 2016 $ 
Payroll for the period ending January 15, 2017 $ 
Bills List dated January 18, 2017 (warrants # through #) $ 
Health/Prescription plan premiums (SEHBP) for January 2017 $ 
Food Service for the period ending December 31, 2016 $ 

 
C. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve the               

attached line item transfers for December 2016. 
 

D. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education accepts the Board                
Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports for the month ending December 31, 2016 and has determined              
that they are in agreement; acknowledges receipt of the Secretary’s certification that no budgetary              
line item account has obligations, payments or orders which exceed the amount appropriated or has               
been over expended in accordance with N.J.A.C.6A-16.10(c)3 and 4; and certifies that in accordance              
P.L.2004 Ch.73, no budgetary transfers cumulatively exceed 10% that would require the approval of              
the Commissioner of Education 

 
X. Committee Reports 

 
Committees Chairperson Reports 

Finance Charles Sheridan Meeting scheduled for 1/25 to go over the preliminary 
budget 

Policy Marybeth Miller Discussed the policies on the agenda for the 1st reading at 
the Public Business Meeting 

Education June Carelli 

Met before the BOE Meeting, discussed Basic Skills for 
Kindergarten, Math, part time Special Education interviews 
are later this week. The new logo designed for PBSIS is 
ready for launch. Mr. Bowe started accepting Bus Patrol 
applications from middle school students. We are working 
on printer consolidation for the teachers. Kindergarten 
registration is Feb 23 and 24. PreK Open House is January 
25. January 16th is a Professional Development day for the 
district. Our school was selected for NAEP testing for the 
8th grade to participate in.  

Personnel Michael Kheyfets No Update 

Negotiations Kelly Norris No Update 

Buildings and Grounds Andrew Oliveri Meeting scheduled for 1/18/17 

Transportation Jessica Rentas Mrs. Rentas will update the Board at next week's meeting. 

Pompton Lakes 
Negotiations Michael Kheyfets Committee is formed and looking to schedule a meeting 

with the Pompton Lakes Committee 

Pompton Lakes Liaison Kelly Norris There is a new Board Member who was sworn in along 
with two incumbents.  

 
 
XI. Approval of New Business Items: Unless action is indicated the agenda items were reviewed for               

consideration at the regular monthly meeting 
 

FINANCE 
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Discussion: Mrs. Carelli would like the election to stay in April because you can run the risk of having                   

a second question voted down; it prolongs swearing in of the new BOE members, and               
transition takes place in the middle of current budget year; Riverdale has been unique in               
standing alone by keeping the April date for the election, it keeps politics out of the School                 
Board Election. Mr. Sheridan will be forwarding additional information on moving the election             
to the BOE members.  

F08-17. WHEREAS, P.L. 2011, c. 202 authorizes changing the election date of school board             
members from the third Tuesday in April to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in                
November (the General Election); and 

 
WHEREAS, such action requires the adoption of a resolution by a school district or the               
municipality or municipalities constituting such district, as set forth in P.L. 2011, c. 202; and 
 
WHEREAS, P.L. 2011, c. 202 requires that the change to a November election remain in               
effect for four years; and 
 
WHEREAS, P.L. 2011, c. 202 eliminates the annual voter referendum on the proposed             
general fund tax levy (i.e., the base budget which is at or below the statutory tax levy cap) in                   
school districts where board of education members are elected at the General Election; and 
WHEREAS, P.L. 2011, c. 202 requires that an additional general fund tax levy proposal (i.e.,               
for an expenditure in excess of the tax levy cap) be presented to voters as a separate                 
question at the General Election; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Riverdale Board of Education believes that the financial interest of its             
constituents is safeguarded by the state’s tax levy cap and the thorough review of the               
proposed school budget by the Executive County Superintendent and the Executive County            
School Business Administrator; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Riverdale Board of Education believes that more citizens will participate in             
the selection of school board members at the General Election than on the third Tuesday in                
April and that the higher level of participation will foster positive interest in our public               
schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Riverdale Board of Education is committed to the non-partisan status of             
school board membership and the non-partisan conduct of school elections, and believes            
this principle will not be compromised by conducting board member elections in November.             
Local Finance Notice 2012-3 January 25, 2012  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, pursuant to P.L. 2011, c. 202, the Riverdale              
Board of Education changes the annual election date for school board members from the              
third Tuesday in April to the November General Election, beginning in 2017; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That, pursuant to P.L. 2011, c. 202, the annual organization meeting of the              
Riverdale Board of Education will take place in the first week of January following the               
November General Election and that the board of education’s next organization meeting will             
take place in the first week of January 2018; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, That, pursuant to P.L. 2011, c. 202, members of the Riverdale Board of              
Education whose terms would have expired by May 2017 will continue to serve in office until                
the January 2018 organization meeting; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That this resolution be transmitted to the Morris County Clerk; the Morris             
County Board of Elections and/or Superintendent of Elections; the Riverdale municipal           
clerk(s) and school board secretary or secretaries; the Department of State, Division of             
Elections; the Department of Education’s Executive County Superintendent; and the          
Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution also be provided to the New Jersey School               
Boards Association and New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 

 
F09-17. BE IT RESOLVED upon the recommendation of the Superintendent and the Business            

Administrator, that the Board of Education approve the submission of a Request for             
Approval of Transfers to the Morris County Executive County Superintendent for transfers            
between accounts that will exceed the state mandated cap of 10%, said transfers being              
required to move administrative expenses to administrative budget lines and adjustments           
within account groupings to reflect the official chart of accounts. 

 
POLICY 

 
L27-17. WHEREAS, The New Jersey School Boards Association has declared January 2017 to be             

School Board Recognition Month, a time when all residents can acknowledge the            
contributions made by our local school board members; and 
  
WHEREAS, The Riverdale Board of Education is one of more than 581 local school boards               
in New Jersey, which sets policies and oversees operations for public school districts; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Riverdale Board of Education embraces the goal of high-quality education            
for all New Jersey public school students; and  
 
WHEREAS, New Jersey’s local school boards help determine the educational goals for            
approximately 1.4 million children in pre-kindergarten through 12th grade; and  
 
WHEREAS, New Jersey’s 5,000 local school board members, who receive no remuneration            
for their services, act as advocates for public school students as they work with              
administrators, teachers and parents for the betterment of public education; and  
 
WHEREAS, School boards strive to provide the resources necessary to meet the needs of              
all students, including those with special needs; and  
 
WHEREAS, Boards of education provide accountability to the public; they communicate the            
needs of the school district to the public; and they convey to school administrators the               
public’s expectations for the schools; and  
 
WHEREAS, New Jersey can take pride in its schools, which rank among the nation’s best in                
key achievement indicators such as the National Assessment of Educational Progress           
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scores, and the preparation for college through advanced placement offerings and SAT            
assessments; Now, therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, That the Riverdale Board of Education, does hereby recognize the services of             
local school board members throughout New Jersey as we join communities statewide in             
observing January 2017 as SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, That the Riverdale Board of Education urges all New Jersey citizens to work              
with their local boards of education and public school staffs toward the advancement of our               
children’s education.  
 

L28-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education accept the               
HIB Report from the Superintendent for the month of December, 2016. 

HIB Report Synopsis 
1 allegation 
0 confirmed 

 
L29-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education             

approve the first reading of the following revised Policies and Regulations: 
Policy 

Number 
Regulation 

Number Policy/Regulation Name 

3124  Employment Contract 
3125.2  Employment of Substitute Teachers 
3126 3126 District Mentoring Program 
3141  Resignation 
3144 3144 Certification of Tenure Charges 
3159  Teaching Staff Member/School District Reporting Responsibilities  
3231  Outside Employment as Athletic Coach 
5860 5860 Safety Patrol 

 
EDUCATION 

 
E45-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve              

reimbursement and expenses, previously approved by the Superintendent for the following           
staff training, workshops, conventions, conferences and/or seminars as they are directly           
related to and within the scope of participant’s duties and are critical to the instructional               
needs of the district and/or further the efficient operation of the district. The travel and               
expenses are within state travel guidelines established by the Department of Treasury and             
are justified. 

Date Participant Workshop Location 
Workshop 

Fee* 
Substitute 
Required 

3/13/17 Kathleen Paldino NJCEC Spring 2017 
Conference Ramapo College $115 Yes 

5/10/17 Stefanie 
Gosse-Batory 

Judy Freeman’s 
Winners! Workshop Somerset, NJ $209 Yes 

*PLUS MILEAGE AND TOLLS IF APPLICABLE 

 
PERSONNEL 
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P53-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve              
additional hours, at the contractual rate, for the following staff members for the Preschool              
Open House, scheduled for January 25, 2017: 

Name Hours 
Lisa Moro Zemaitis Not to exceed 2.5 hours 

Kerry Cron Not to exceed 2 hours 
  

Motion by Mr. Kheyfets, seconded by Mr. Oliveri to approve P54-17 
Discussion: None 
P54-17. WHEREAS, Megan Dutkowski (“Dutkowski”) was previously granted a leave of absence in            

connection with the anticipated birth of her child from Thursday, December 15, 2016 through              
Thursday, January 12, 2017, which leave was granted with pay from December 15, 2016              
through January 3, 2017, and without pay from January 4, 2017 through January 12, 2017;               
and 

 
WHEREAS, Dutkowski has submitted a doctor’s note indicating that she is able to return to               
work on January 31, 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dutkowski has requested to continue her leave of absence through January 30,             
2017. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Dutkowski’s leave of absence shall be extended             
through January 30, 2017. This extended leave will be without pay and without medical              
benefits. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Dutkowski shall be expected to return to her position on               
January 31, 2017. 

Yes:  6        No:  0 Abstain:  0 
 
Motion by Mr. Kheyfets, seconded by Mr. Oliveri to approve P55-17 
Discussion: None 
P55-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve              

the extension of per diem Maternity Leave Middle School Science Teacher, James Tasker,             
at a salary of $200 per day without health benefits, until on or about January 31, 2017. 

Yes:  7        No:  0 Abstain:  0 
 
Motion by Mr. Kheyfets, seconded by Mr. Oliveri to approve P56-17 
Discussion: None 
P56-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve              

the award of the following contract of non-tenured part-time aide, without benefits, to Leanne              
Pittelkow at a rate of $13.00, effective on or before January 3, 2017 through June 30, 2017,                 
not to exceed 24 hours and 35 minutes per week per schedule, pending receipt of a                
favorable criminal history review. 

Yes:  7        No:  0 Abstain:  0 
 
P57-16. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve               

Graduate Level Course Work in accordance with the terms of their negotiated agreements             
as follows: 

Name Course  School Credits Term 
Vicki Pede Policy Analysis in 

Administration: Political and 
Economic Aspects 

Seton Hall University 3 Spring 2017 
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Vicki Pede Curriculum Ideology, Policy & 
Leadership  

Seton Hall University 3 Spring 2017 

Kathleen Paldino Education Planning for 
Adolescents with Disabilities 

Montclair State 
University 

3 Spring 2017 

 
Addendum 
P58-17. It is recommended by the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve              

the addition of the following to the 2016-2017 Substitute List, pending receipt of a favorable               
criminal history review: 

Name Substitute 
Daniel Pollard Teacher/Aide 

 
XII. Non-Action Items 
 

A. Letters and Communications - Charles Sheridan 
● Two magazines, Tech and Learning and School Planning were received 
● Roberts Rules of Order - Mr. Sheridan is sending out something to BOE Members 
● Reminder to fill out your financial disclosure form  

 
B. Superintendent’s Report - Mrs. Vicki Pede 

● All of those receiving congratulations this evening are well - deserved. These public             
celebrations of achievements are so important for all to see the good work happening. Board               
members put in a lot of hours outside of the Board meetings; please know that it is                 
appreciated. 

● Congratulations again to the Teacher of the Year and the Support Staff Member of the Year.                
The celebrations at every venue were nice. 

● There are times when family emergencies happen and I want to publicly thank Mr. Bowe and                
Mrs. Andreniuk for all of their extra help these past few weeks. The staff has also pitched in                  
and that, too is appreciated. Ms. Nickalls works diligently in many areas and is responsible for                
the updates on the signs that should be checked regularly as she updates it often. In addition                 
to her other duties, Mrs. Dedio has made sure that the plaque was ready for this evening for                  
the celebration and Mr. Denude ordered the new parking signs for our honorees. Thank you to                
all! 

● NAESP – The informational letter sent home to 8th grade parents is on the website along with                 
the informative you tube video on the test. Please check them out in the backpack section of                 
the website. 

● The LinkIt! Pilot was rescheduled for next week. Our pilot will be in the area of middle school                  
math, which will assist in the data analysis component of instruction. Ms. Baietti, Ms. Corbett,               
Mrs. Tomkins, Mr. Bowe and I will be involved in the pilot parameters. 

 
C. Enrollment as of January 11, 2017 

PreK-8 341 
PLHS - Tuition 107 
Option III 0 
Academy/Vo-Tech 7 
Out of District 11 
Charter 0 
Home Instruction 0 
School Choice 2 

 

Riverdale Board of Education       January 11, 2017 
Workshop/Action Meeting Minutes  Page 7 of 8 
 



D. Business Administrator’s Report - Debra Andreniuk  
● The FY’18 Budget is underway. I will be meeting with Michael J Donow on Monday to go over                  

the first draft of the budget. 
● All BOE members should have received the email from school ethics from DOE to file their                

personal/relative and financial disclosure statements. The deadline is April 30th.  
● The new double water fountain was installed outside the cafeteria. The final fountain, in the               

primary wing is set to be installed aver this coming weekend.  
 

E. Information and Questions from Board Members  
● It was asked if Mrs. Pede and Mr. Bowe would be at the Pompton Lakes Open House for                  

incoming 9th graders tomorrow. She confirmed that both she and Mr. Bowe were planning on               
attending.  

 
F. Oral Communication 

● Mrs. McCarthy thanked the Board and Administration for everything that they do 
● Marybeth Miller reminded the Board that she will not be at the next meeting.  

 
XIII. Future Meeting and Important Dates reported by Board President Mr. Sheridan 

January 18, 2017 Public Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
February 1, 2017 Workshop/Action Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
February 15, 2017 Public Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
March 1, 2017 Workshop/Action Meeting 7:30 p.m.  

 
XIV. Executive Session and Adjournment from the Public Business meeting.  

Motion by Ms. Norris, seconded by Mr. Kheyfets at 8:25pm to move the meeting into executive                
session with no action to be taken after.  
Carried by unanimous voice vote 
WHEREAS, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, also known as the Open Public Meetings Act, authorized a               
public body to meet in executive or private session under certain limited circumstances, and 
  
WHEREAS, said law requires the board to adopt a resolution at a public meeting before it can meet in                   
such an executive or private session, 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF              
RIVERDALE THAT: 
  

1. It does hereby determine that it is necessary to meet in Executive Session prior to                
adjournment of this meeting to discuss potential litigation and personnel. 

 
2. The matter discussed will be made public when confidentiality is no longer required. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  
Debra Andreniuk 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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